U fission. This, too, would bypass the need for nuclear reactors, although it would need to be done in dedicated high-powered accelerators (T. Ruth Nature 457, 536-537; 2009) .
For now, 235 U fission remains the most efficient way to generate 99 Mo in the quantities needed by the medical community. However, the reliance on highly enriched 235 U has made many governments reluctant to build more reactors because of fears that the material could be used to make a nuclear weapon.
Australia's OPAL reactor, located in New South Wales, is the only site in the world that is irradiating low-enriched 235 U targets, which pose less of a proliferation threat and also produce less hazardous waste. However, the University of Missouri in Columbia is seeking funding to upgrade its research reactor, which proponents say could start 99 Mo production from low-enriched uranium by the end of 2011. Meanwhile, the reactor-construction firm Babcock & Wilcox in Lynchburg, Virginia, in partnership with the medical-isotope supplier Covidien of Mansfield, Massachusetts, wants to build a series of small nuclear reactors with a novel liquid core that also relies on lowenriched uranium.
Ultimately, governments now need to secure the long-term supply of medical isotopes, says Graham. "There needs to be a major effort in several countries to either convert existing reactors or build new reactors to ensure a stable long-term supply of 99 Mo. "
■

Paula Gould
The path to a meaningful deal at the Copenhagen climate summit in December seems more treacherous in the wake of last week's meeting of the G8 nations.
Leaders gathered in the quake-struck Italian town of L'Aquila promised to try to prevent global temperatures from rising more than 2 °C above pre-industrial temperatures. They also said that rich countries would cut their aggregated greenhouse-gas emissions by 80% by 2050, and, with other countries, would cut global emissions by 50% over the same period. But they made no commitment to reducing emissions any earlier and did not agree on a base year against which to measure national emissions cuts. 
